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1 In an attempt to show that Spokane Community College was a significant factor 

in the current and future economic fortunes of the city of Spokane, four hypotheses 
were tested and confirmed: (1) Spokane Community College (SCC) had a higher growth 
rate than the city itself between 1963 and 1968 as shown by population, employment, 
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$5,000,000 for goods and services during 1968 in Spokane: and (4) SCC Is 
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generate increased interest in and support for SCC as a significant 'business' force 
in the community. (MC) 
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PREFACE 



This study has been made to show that Spokane 
Community College has a very significant economic impact 
on the Spokane Metropolitan area. It is offered to serve 
as a useful tool for the College's Administration in its 
planning and its public relations efforts. The study 
would also be useful to anyone trying to. show the economic 
impact of any institution of higher education. 
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A. INTRODUCTION 

There are six million American college students today 
and 8.5 are projected for 1975* About one million of these 
students are presently enrolled in community colleges, and 
over two million are expected to be enrolled in community 
colleges by 1975. Spokane Community College now has an 
enrollment of over 4,000 and expects to have about 8,000 
students by 1975* In any terms and on a national or local 
level, this is big business with very rapid growth pros- 
pects. While everyone realizes the financial significance 
of a community college, most people concern themselves 
with. what is spent and not with the expenditures made by 
or because of the school. 

In this examination we are interested in showing, in 
both financial and non-f inanclal terms, the economic 
impact of Spokane Community College upon the Spokane 
Metropolitan area. 

B. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

Despite the assumption that the economic impact of 
Spokane Community College on the Spokane Metropolitan area 
is significant, to date no attempt has been made to verify 
this position. Our concern here will be to assemble data 
to determine with some preciseness the economic impact of 
the college in both direct and indirect expenditures for 



the fiscal period 1963 through fiscal 1967. We shall 
compare these figures with such items as retailing, 
employment, and construction in the Spokane Metropolitan 

area , 



C. PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 

The purpose of this study will he to present the 
data as indicated above to serve as a useful tool for the 
College's Administration in its planning and in its efforts 
to see itself as a truly significant factor in the current 
and future economic fortunes of Spokane, 

Further, it is our hope that by recognizing this 
prominence, the Administration will use the data presented 
here to sell itself to the local business and professional 
community, 

D. HYPOTHESES 

The Hypotheses examined herein are? 

1, The growth of Spokane Community College between 
1963 and 1968 was at a faster rate (percent) than that of 
Spokane as evidenced by the relative performance factors? 

a. Population 

b. Employment 

c. Capital Investment 

d. Direct Expenditures vis a vis Retail Sales 



k 



2. Spokane Community College will continue to be an 
Important economic factor in Spokane. 

3 * Spokane Community College students will spend at 

least $5,000,000 for goods: and services during 1968 in 

Spokane , 

Spokane Community College is responsible for at 
least 2,000 students being in Spokane. 

E, METHODOLOGY 

An exhaustive examination of both internal and 
external data will be made— Including limited reliance on 
information as reported in national and regional mass 
media. Particularly helpful will be reports of the 
National Education Association, the American Association 
of Junior Colleges, the Spokane Chamber of Commerce and 
Spokane Community College's Business Office, 

All primary data will be gathered through probability 
sampling techniques. Use of a questionnaire to a random 
sample of students will be used and tabulated. 

Primary data will be presented, where possible, in a 
format consistent with the form of secondary data with 
which they will be compared. 



F. SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS 

The focus of this study will be the direct and indirect 
expenditures of Spokane Community College for the five year 
period 1963-19681 no attempt will be made in this study to 
examine the economic contribution of other colleges in the 

County, nor of all of them. 

It should be noted that in many instances, figures 
cited will be estimated because other data is not avail- 
able. By the same token, every effort will be made to 
determine the complete financial impact of Spokane Community 
College in all its aspects, rather than just a single 

examination of its operating budget. 

♦ 

G. ORGANIZATIONAL-- STRUCTURE OF THE STUDY 

The second chapter will deal with the growth of 
Spokane Community College since its, instigation in 1963 , 
and its resultant growth in dollars and cents. Also 
examined, will be the growing roll of the Federal Govern- 
ment and the latest trends and forecasts for the continued 
growth of community colleges. 

The third chapter will discuss the concepts of 
economic growth and the rationale for choosing those 
indicators to be used in comparing Spokane Community 
College and Spokane. 



Chapter IV will trace the economic fortunes in 
Spokane in recent years together with those of Spokane 
Community College, Comparisons will be drawn between the 
economic indicators of Employment, Population, Construction, 
and Retail Sales vis a vis Spokane Community College 
Expenditures, 

Adding another dimension to the economic contribution 
of Spokane Community College to Spokane is the determin- 
ation of those dollars flowing into Spokane because of the 
Community College but not spent directly by it. These will 
be explained in Chapter V, 

Chapter VI will deal with some of the social economic 
impacts of the College, 

Chapter VII or the concluding chapter will reexamine 
the original hypotheses in the light of the data presented 
and give suggestions for further research, 
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A. HISTORY 

Spokane Community College originated from two 
different "background areas. The Technical and Vocational 
School had its inception in 1916 with the first vocational 
printing classes offered by Spokane School District 81. 

The State Board of Education authorized the establish- 
ment of a two-year community college in Spokane on July 9* 
1963 . A comprehensive educational program, with 
vocational- technical offerings and university-parallel 
classes, began September 1 6, 1963» with 1,200 students, at 
East 3^03 Mission Avenue. 

The 1967 Legislature separated community colleges 
from the common schools and created a statewide system of 
22 community college districts, A local Board of Trustees, 
appointed by the Governor, administers Washington State 
Community College District 17 which encompasses the 
counties of Ferry, Pend Oreille, Spokane, Stevens, Whitman, 
and a portion of Lincoln. 

Operation of the eight-unit second campus was begun 
in the fall of 1967 . 

The two locations at Fort Wright and East 3^03 
Mission, consisting of a total of 128 acres, provide 
ample spa,ce to accommodate the projected students popu- 
lation and to allow for continued building expansion as 



